Percutaneous cholecystostomy in acute acalculous cholecystitis.
Percutaneous cholecystostomy was performed in 8 poor-surgical-risk patients with acute acalculous cholecystitis. Seven patients had had previous laparotomy, 1 patient a coronary bypass operation. A transhepatic approach was used in all patients. Insertion of the drainage catheters was guided by ultrasound and fluoroscopy. Percutaneous drainage was successful in all patients, with no need for further surgical intervention. Two patients died, for reasons unrelated to the gallbladder disease. Percutaneous cholecystostomy may be definitive treatment for acute acalculous cholecystitis in the critically ill patient.